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REFS: (A) BONN 20083; (B) EC BRUSSELS 426 

SUMMARY: MEETING OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED UNTIL MAY. PREPARATION OF THE AGENDA IS 
UNDERWAY WITH FOCUS ON LISTS OF SPECIFIC PROJECTS TO BE 
APPROVED BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION. MEETING OF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS TO TAKE PLACE APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR AFTER 
THE GENERAL COMMISSION MEETING IN THE OPINION OF THE 
FRG. ZRP 
MARY. 

1 . THE FOREIGN OFFICE (WEISS - EURO/ARAB DIALOGUE 
OFFICER) GAVE US AN UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE 
EURO/ARAB DIALOGUE. ACCORDING TO WEISS THE EC AND ARAB 
PRESIDENCIES MET IN MID DECEMBER. THEY AGREED TO HOLD 
THE GENERAL COMMISSION MEETING IN LATE MAY IN 
LUXEMBOURG. IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE GENERAL 
COMMISSION TO MEET IN MARCH BECAUSE THE DATES PROPOSED 
BY THE EUROPEANS CONFLICTED WITH A SCHEDULED ARAB/AFRICAN 
CONFERENCE. 

2. THE ARABS REJECTED AN EC PROPOSAL THAT THE MEETING 
OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION BE INTEGRATED WITH ANOTHER 
MEETING AT THE EXPERT LEVEL. WEISS BELIEVES THAT A 
COMPROMISE WILL BE REACHED WHICH WILL PROVIDE THAT BOTH 
THE ARAB AND EUROPEAN CO-PRESIDENTS OF EACH EXPERT 
GROUP WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL 
COMMISSION. WEISS SAID THAT THE EC WILL INSIST 

THAT THE EUROPEAN PRESIDENTS OF EACH EXPERT GROUP BE 
PRESENT. HE ASSUMES THU FHBWILL AGREE THAT THE ARAB 
PRESIDENTS SHOULD ALSO PARTICIPATE. 

3. POLITICAL DIMENSION: WEISS SAID THAT THE EUROPEANS 
ARE HAVING NO DIFFICULTY IN MAINTAINING THE EXCLUSION 
OF ENERGY QUESTIONS FROM THE DIALOGUE. HOWEVER, THE 
ARABS ARE STILL INSISTING ON INTERJECTING PROPAGANDA 
RELATING TO SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EASTERN CONFLICT. 

THEY CLAIM IT'S NECESSARY TO STATE THEIR VIEWS ON THIS 
QUESTION FOR CONSUMPTION IN THEIR CAPITALS. WEISS 
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PREDICTS THAT THIS QUESTION WILL BE HANDLED BY ADOPTING 
FOR THE LUXEMBOURG MEETING THE SAME SCENARIO AS WAS USED 
AT ABU DAHBI (SEE REFTEL A). IN THIS CONNECTION THE 
FRENCH ARE PRESSING THE EC FOR A NEW DECLARATION ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST WHICH IS MORE FAVORABLE TO THE PLO. WEISS 
SAID THAT DENMARK AND THE NETHERLANDS REMAIN ADAMENTLY 
OPPOSED TO ANY CHANGE IN THE EC DECLARATION. HE PLACED 
THE FRG IN MIDDLE ON THIS QUESTION. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


4. AGENDA: THE EC IS CURRENTLY PREPARING AN AGENDA 
WHICH IT WILL PROPOSE IN THE NEXT MEETING BETWEEN THE 
EC AND ARAB PRESIDENCIES. THE EC VIEWS THE AGENDA AS A 
LIST OF PROIECTS. ONE CENTRAL QUESTION IS WHETHER THE 
EC WILL AGREE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FINANCING OF 
FEASIBILITY OR PRE-FEASIBILITY STUDIES. THE ARABS ARE 
INSISTING THAT THE EC FINANCE ONE-THIRD THE COST OF 
THESE STUDIES IN ORDER TO MAKE PROGRESS TOWARD 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE EUROPEANS WILL 
CONTRIBUTE UP TO 20 OF THE CAPITAL OF THE PROJECTS 
THEMSELVES. WEISS PREDICTED THAT THE EUROPEANS WILL 
ACCEDE TO THE ARAB POSITION ON THIS POINT. 

5. THE ARABS ARE DRAWING UP THE LIST OF PROJECTS TO BE 
ENDORSED BY THE COMMISSION. PROJECTS TO BE ENDORSED BY 
THE GENERAL COMMISSION INCLUDE ONES IN THE FIELD OF OIL 
(PETRO CHEMICALS AND REFINING), GAS, PHOSPHATES, AND 
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POTASSIUM. THE ONE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT WHICH SHOULD 
BE APPROVED IS A PORT IN SYRIA ON THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

6. AGRICULTURE: FOUR PROJECTS, ONE IRRIGATION AND ONE 
MEAT PRODUCTION IN EACH SUDAN AND SYRIA. WILL PROBABLY 
BE ENDORSED BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION. 

7. TRADE: THE EXPERT GROUP IS STILL STYMIED ON THE 
ARAB DESIRE FOR A PREFERENTIAL TRADE AGREEMENT. SINCE 
THE EC HAS CONCLUDED TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH ALL OF THE 
ARAB WORLD EXCEPT THE ARABIAN PENINSULA AND IRAQ, THE 
PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS QUESTION ARE NOT GREAT. 
FURTHERMORE, OVER 95 OF THE ECS IMPORTS FROM THIS 
AREA ARE PRESENTLY DUTY FREE. NEVERTHELESS, A QUESTION 
OF PRINCIPLE IS INVOLVED HERE FOR BOTH THE EC AND THE 
ARABS AND THERE IS NO COMPROMISE IN SIGHT. 

8. WEISS SAID THAT NO DEFINITE PLANS HAVE YET BEEN 
MADE FOR A MEETING ON THE LEVEL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS, 

BUT HE ANTICIPATES SUCH A MEETING WILL BE SCHEDULED 
APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR AFTER THE GENERAL COMMISSION 
MEETS. 

HILLENBRAND 
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